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About mid-April 1947 & neaw, well eguipped and wesenbly Soviet~trained Koresn
Commnist Volunteer Army of spproximetely 50,000 men departed from Chosan {Sozan)
(12548, £0-50) and entered Manchuriz / a2t 128-08, Ag&mﬁﬁ?] via the Swsll Chang Fai
mountain venge [/ Subecl-zan, 4152, 128-12% 7, traveling To Tunhua (12814, A3-22)
via Fusung (127=-18, 1@;3--2%3)_“% The commender of those troops then and at pressnt

in KIM Un-ksp { 47 Z [77] k4 ), of gemeral, sffices vank, aged il

These btroops treveled northward durdng early ¥ny, meving the maln bady of their
forcon inte Turhue absut & May, with advansed unlte moving norbheast of Shulem
{12648, L421) abeud that date, Some unids of the semy were seid o have bean
reviewsd by General LIN Plao at frant line pests sortheast of Shulsu on 7 May 1947.
ey troveled the mouwntain ranges at night in order to hide thelr movements fren
Hatienalist sples and suddenly %o confrent the ¥atlionnlist ferses with a fresh,
woll treined ATEY. .

As the spwy progressed northward tou accupy the Svagari River defense line south
and séuthesst of Harbin, 3t also dlepatched agents and sshelcurs inte Hablonaliste
held tesme, particularly Fushun (12344, £1-53), Tunghus (125-87, 43-43), and
Kirin (3126-32, 43-51). Two of these sgenbs, afier seouting the Hationzlist situn~
tlop at Eivin, traveled itimeugh the sres to prapere for the entry of more agemby
{(in sdvenes of the Chimrso Cemwalst atisck) inte Kirin snd Chengelnm. One of
the sgenis estimated Lheb over (00 undergrouad sperts of the new amy had bewn
succesafully plaated in variouns Nationslist coatera.

A more nenrly securate estimnte ;rf the nunber of agemis planted by this awmy ia
Hatieonelist centers would bs about 300.

The ehlef purpsee of the new amgy's entey ints Venchurds i to belster Chinese
Commoniet fowvces for the Moy offensive and to welieve certain Xorean wiils number
ing about 20,000 men, which had been fighting in Manehwds with the Chinese
Commmiste for soms timo 28 mesbers of the Kovesn Veluntesr Cowpa. The new symy
wad gpecially trained by Soviests end wes described by some of ibe owo meambors as
specially oguippsd with Sowist and Japanese amis, mosbly the latter. It had besn
training in Worth Borea since Septenber 1946 zw a vall. JIis field officers are
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" frem the original ranks of the Korean Volunteer Corps, but its scuad lesders
’ and many of its junior offigers are recent gradustes of the Korean Communist

Officers Training Schools [ ? FPeace Preservation Corps Officers Training Schools /
in North Korea.

25X1 | |

6. It is ‘est.ixmted that the new amy of 50,000, added to those in the Chientao area
and already in the Harbin area, would raise Korean Volunteer Army strength in
Manchuria to about 70,000. {Newspapers report frum 80,000-100,000.)

25X1 | reported in May thet 30,000 cadets of the North Korean
Peace Preservation Training Corps were organized into a new Korean army on 22 April,
It has &lso been reported that the Korean Voinnteer Army, located in eastern
Lanchuria, wag deactivated and returned to North Xores, the order for the deactiva-
tion reportedly having gone out on 15 August 1946. At thet time there was no
"Korean National Army" in existence, but evidence of the farmation of such ap
ammy from the returned Korean Volunteor Corps (Army) was first reported im October
1946, About November 1946 the North Korean Constabulary, or Kyung Bi Dai, was
reported to have merged with the new national army. The sume report states that
the new Korean army would be called the Kyung Bi Dai. However, other and more
recent reports indicate that the name may be officially "North Korean Volunteer

Army",

Other reports from various sources indicate that the North Korean government »
with the backing of the Soviets, has pulled the old Korean Volunteer Corps back
to North Korea; put many of its officers into the old Kyung Bi Dai along with
Koreans trained in the USSR; put graduates of the North Koresn training schocls
into the lower echelons of the Kyung Bi Dal; merged the Kyung Bi Dsi with the
main force of the returned Korean Volunteer Corps; and called the new army eithey
the Kyung Bi Dai or the North Korean Volunteer iArmy. Frior to this, the North
Korean forces were known as the "irmy of KIM Il~zung" or the "Armmy of the North
Korean People's Conmitiee", chiefly because a provisional government may not
legally maintain an army.

If the above is true, it is likely that any unit of Nomth Korean troops sent to
Manchuria will be a part of the new national army and that irregular units will
begin to disappesr as they are absorbed into it,

Further indications are that the North Korean Covernment, again with the helyp of
of the Soviets, is sending large units of the new amy to Manchuria to gain
battle axperience with the Chinese Communists in preparation for a possible war
betwsen North and South Kores after the withdrawal of Soviet and American ogcups=
. tion forces. There are roports that large Korean units have moved into the
Chiamuszn (130-21, 46~49) ares and from there to the bettle fromt. These movements
differ from those of the fail and winter months of 1946 and early 1947 in that
the units involved are coming from North Korea and that they are of much larger
size than the units previously reported. The new "armies" ave usually reported as
Soviet-trained and well equipped with Japanese or Soviet weapons. It has not yet
been established that Korean troops actually todk part in the Chinese Communist
attack on Changehun in May, but it is posaibly true that they are taking part in
the so-called Misy offensive” and that their units will be found on the major
battlefronts. A United Press staff correspondent reports full strength Korean
divisions operating in the Kirin erea, one of which was on 1 June attacking
Yentungshan (125-59, 43-17) and Pishih, 24 miles south of Yentungszhan (Panshihee--
125-59, 4L2-567),)
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